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Meetings are the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 6:45pm
The Sepulveda Garden Center
16633 Magnolia Blvd.
Encino, CA 91436 President
Millie Peskay
1st Vice President
Falguni Trieu
Recording Secretary
     (open)
Treasurer
Millie Peskay
Corresponding Sec'y
Evelyn Mitarai
Membership Sec'y
Marcia Melcombe
Board of Directors
   Pam Aitchison

Newsletter Editors
    Pam Aitchison

    Falguni Trieu
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 UPCOMING SFVOS EVENTS AND REMINDERS

REFRESHMENTS 

For our May meeting members with last names that start with the letters "N" through "S" are scheduled to bring the refreshments.   All members are encouraged to bring snacks to every meeting.    If your last name starts with N through S and if you are unable to attend, please call someone and trade months with them.  
Thank you for supporting your Orchid Society
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BRING A FRIEND AND EARN AN ORCHID PLANT

Please invite your friends to our monthly meetings, and encourage them to join.  New members joining from January to June will pay pro-rata dues of only $15.   Our regular annual dues are $25.  If you have any questions, please see our Membership Secretary, Marcia Melcombe.  Remember that guests are always welcome.  If you bring a friend who joins our society both you and your friend will get a free orchid plant. 

SFVOS Annual Auction Review

Our biggest fundraiser of the year is our annual Orchid Auction, and this year it was held on April 2nd.   The funds raised at our auction help to defray our society's expenses such as rent and insurance, our guest speakers, the plants offered each month at our Plant Opportunity Table (POT), our membership dues for the AOS and the California Garden Club and our refreshments and supplies. 

We would like to thank those who donated plants and contributed to our auction.  Many thanks to: Falu Trieu, Evelyn Mitarai, Art & Aurora Mendoza, Pam Aitchison, Lee and Gloria Norris (who also brought in the plants donated by Green Thumb Nursery), Lisa Malmstin (Millie's daughter) and, of course, Bob and Millie Peskay. We would especially like to thank the members who actually donated more plants that they signed up to bring.  Thank you!

Thanks to those generous donations and our wonderful volunteers who worked at the auction, we were able to bring in a total of $1929.00.  Although this is very helpful, it is much less than we have raised in prior years. Unfortunately, this year, most growers in Santa Barbara and Carpenteria did not contribute any plants to our auction as they have done in previous years.   We had to purchase most of our plants and many of them sold at our auction for less than we actually paid. The SFVOS Officers and your Board of Directors will be reviewing the success of the auction and making modifications to our procedures for the next auction. We would welcome your suggestions for improvement for next year, and hopefully, with a few minor changes our next auction will be much more successful.   Please let us know your thoughts.
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Calendar of Events 2014: 

June 14 :   
Orchid Digest Speakers Day  



"Orchids Around the World"  



Please see separate announcement in this newsletter for details

July 11-14:  
Cal-Orchids "Open House" 



1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 



www.calorchid.com
July 11-14: 
Santa Barbara Orchid Estate "Open House" 



1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA



www.sborch.com
AOS Monthly Checklist for May and June


(Left) Paphiopedilum Maudiae is a perennial favorite slipper orchid. 

(Right)Cattleya purpurata, formerly in the genus Laelia, is without a doubt
 one of the most stately orchids to bloom in this season. © G. Allikas 
Cattleya

The last of the spring-flowering types -- those that flower from a ripened hard pseudobulb -- will be finishing, while the first summer-blooming types will be showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft pseudobulbs. Both may need potting, as signaled by deteriorating mix, this month. The spring bloomers present no problems, as you will be dealing with fully ripe, well-hardened pseudobulbs. They will be ready to root on the mature front pseudobulb and will establish quickly. The summer bloomers, will be brittle and may be in bud. Nonetheless, experienced growers know that unless potted now, they may not root later, as this type tends to be seasonal in its rooting behavior. Stake the lead growth to avoid breakage. May can still present some changing light conditions that can lead to burning of the foliage if the plants have not been properly acclimatized. Allow them to build up their tolerance to higher light gradually. Changing light and temperatures can also be the source of some frustration when trying to determine when plants need watering. While cattleyas will be entering into a period of rapid growth starting this month, they have still not built up sufficient momentum to be significantly slowed by your missing a day or two of watering owing to dark weather. As always, it is safer to err on the dry side than on the wet. It is important, though, especially to the summer bloomers. Too much shade will cause rapidly developing inflorescences to droop unattractively.





Paphiopedilum
The Paphiopedilum Maudiae types will be well into their season now, so a careful eye should be used toward staking. Do not be too anxious to stake, however. Many of this type, if staked too soon, will develop nodding flowers that do not face the observer. It is better to allow the flowers to ripen naturally, then support the spike right below the ovary for best display. This is especially common in Paphiopedilum fairrieanum-derived hybrids. If you have to do something when you first see the emerging spikes, just put the stake in the pot next to the spiking growth. Not only will this help you, but you will be able to see where the spikes are, so you can continue to pay attention to their development. The multifloral types will be entering their most active growth phase, so lots of light, water and fertilizer are called for to mature their large growths. Many will be spiking in the next couple of months, so be on the lookout for the emerging inflorescences. These may benefit from earlier staking than most, as the inflorescences grow so quickly in some cases that they can be quite soft. Again, best support is right below the ovary of the first flower. This will allow the most natural presentation of the blooms.

Phalaenopsis
Except for the latest-spiking plants, all phalaenopsis should be ready for potting or already potted. Because phalaenopsis are tropical plants, they tend to be seasonal in their rooting behavior. The critical point for potting is when new roots emerge from the base of the plant. This is absolutely the best time to repot a phalaenopsis. The summer-flowering types, based on Doritis background, have ideally already been potted and are becoming freshly established, ready to support their soon-to-emerge spikes for the summer season. Phalaenopsis potted at the right point in their growth cycle will reestablish almost immediately, with fresh roots growing into the new medium nearly uninterrupted. As soon as the flush of new root growth is seen, begin regular watering and fertilizing to make maximum use of the major growing season. Do not get over-exuberant with your watering, though, allowing water to splash between plants. This can be a source of infection for both water-borne pathogens and viral contamination. Phalaenopsis are much more susceptible to virus than was previously thought. Take extra care to keep your collection free of bacterial and viral problems, which you can accomplish by maintaining a clean growing area.                                                                       The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay.
Thank you to our wonderful Sponsors
for helping us with our annual Orchid Auction 

                                                                                                                                                                       

Our Guest Speaker for May: 


Nick Braemer





"Comprehensive Orchid Care"








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.crustacare.be/Plants/ImagesFlowers/Cypripedium%20yunnanense.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�:Cypripedium yunnanense





Nicholas Braemer is a retired Ob/Gyn who has been growing orchids since 1996.  His main interests are the cool cloud forest plants, Cypripediums and other cool growers and Bulbophyllums on the warm side.  Because of his love of growing these orchids he frequently travels to the meetings in San Diego and attends the Pleurothallis Alliance meetings in San Francisco in addition to regular orchid society meetings every month.





Besides owning both a warm and a cold greenhouse, he has an extensive collection of plants grown outdoors in a lath house. Because he has such a large collection he has developed growing methods that require much less repotting than is normally required.  





None of his outdoor plants need repotting, as none of them are growing in degradable media.  Nick will share his vast experience and growing techniques at our next SFVOS meeting on May7th. Don't miss this great speaker and important growing information.











Valley Orchids


635 Miramonte Avenue


Morgan Hill, CA 95037


(408) 778-3913


www.valleyorchids.com








MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE TWELFTH ORCHID DIGEST SPEAKERS’ DAY!!��“ORCHIDS AROUND THE WORLD”��Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, San Marino, California�Saturday, June 14, 2014 


 12:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the Ahmanson Classroom


Orchid Displays – Orchid Sales– Expert Lectures – Dinner�Open at 11:00AM to bring your blooming plants for the flower display�Prize for best species and best hybrid.  AOS judging at 10:00 AM��SCHEDULED SPEAKERS:�Mary Gerritson – Orchids of Borneo�Tom Miranda – Orchids of Sicily�Ron McHatton – Orchids of Madagascar�Jim Sloniker – History of Orchids in Santa Barbara County�2014 Orchid Digest Distinguished Lecture: Gene Crocker – Cattleyas�VENDORS: Cal Orchids, Sunset Valley Orchids, Andy’s Orchids, Carter & Holmes


� HYPERLINK "http://store.fastcommerce.com/render.cz?method=category&store=OrchidDigest&viewMark=gridview&pageNum=1&categoryId=40288bd844a0c08601456cc21ef6459c&sortBy=PRODUCT_NAME" \t "_blank" �Tickets: $65� ($80 at door) ���After June 11th contact�Simone Friend, 4349 Dogwood Ave., Seal Beach, CA 90740�Phone: (562) 431-1247 E-mail: orchidsimonef@aol.com��Limited Space!! Make Your Reservations Now!





SFVOS Election of Officers Coming in July


Our annual election of officers and members of the Board of Directors will be held in July.  Nominations are now being accepted.  If you would like to nominate a member, or if you would like to run for office, please contact Millie Peskay or Marcia Melcombe at our next meeting.   Thanks for helping your society. 








The Orchid Zone


(831) 214-1887


www.orchidzoneusa.com





Tropical Exotique


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tropicalexotique@yahoo.com" ��tropicalexotique@yahoo.com� Chiangmai, Thailand





Green Thumb Nursery


21812 Sherman Way


Canoga Park, CA


(818) 340-6400 Open 8 am 








SFVOS Newsletter


%  Millie Peskay


11175 Broadview Drive


Moorpark, CA 93021





Yih-Cheng Orchids


Taiwan R.O.C/


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yihcheng.com" ��www.yihcheng.com�





Brookside Orchids


2718B Alpine Rd.


Menlo Park, CA 94028


(650) 854-4156


www.brookside-orchids.com





Orchids by Art


Art Mendoza


http://orchidsbyart.blogspot.com








Seed Engei


1985-3 Tomitsuka-cho, Naka-ku


Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka, 432-8001, Japan


(81) 053-471-7506


www.seed-engeicom








